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qualifications as a historian when we go on to say that the accents and 
breathings of the Greek references in this book need a thorough revision. 

Wilmer Cave France. 
Bryn Mawr College. 

Muhammad and His Power. By P. de Lacy Johnstone. New 
York: Scribner, 1901. Pp. ix + 238. $1.25. 

This book is one of the latest issues of "The World's Epoch- 
Makers" series. It is an interesting popular summary of the condi- 
tions under which Mohammed grew up and came to his prophetic office, 
of his career as a prophet, of his immediate successors, and of his 
system of religion. Generally speaking, the presentation of facts is 
correct, though the sketch given of the Quran and of Islam is some- 
what confused, and hardly sufficient as a basis of impartial judgment. 
The writer, in passages here and there, has taken the r61e of an apologist 
for Christianity to a degree unwarrantable in the writing of history. 
He has, however, in this the example of Muir's Life of Mahomet as his 
justification. The uninitiated must be careful about accepting too 
readily the independent opinions which are expressed, as, for example, 
when the final peopling of north Arabia is ascribed to about 2000 
B. C.; also when the practice of female infanticide in Arabia is 
attributed to family pride, which feared a possible future alliance of 
the daughter with a man of lower rank. In places the author's 
sources have" been misread. He calls Abu Jahl the uncle of the 
prophet (p. 94), and Osama's expedition at the beginning of Abu 
Bekr's caliphate is said to have been a brilliant success (p. 164). 
Some proper names appear in an incorrect form, e. g., Abu Sufiyan, 
Abu Lahb, Amru, Bani Saad (and similarly Bani for other tribes). 
TamQsa (p. 138) is a misprint for Tamim. The preface does not 
indicate marked discrimination in its judgment on the literature of the 
subject. On the whole, this small book will serve ordinary readers by 
enabling them to obtain a fair general impression of the founder of Islam 
and his work. It does not seem to be intended for special students. 

Walter M. Patton. 
Beacon Falls, Conn. 

Peter Abelard. By Joseph McCabe. New York: Putnam, 
1 90 1. Pp. viii-f-402. $2, net. 

Until the appearance of this book there was in English no satis- 
factory presentation of the remarkably dramatic career of this epoch- 
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making, but luckless, Breton philosopher. Mr. McCabe, having had a 
"monastic, scholastic, and ecclesiastical experience," could approach 
the task with a certain confidence. The result is an almost ideal biog- 
raphy. The course of AbeUard's checkered life is followed in its 
development from the time when he set out on his "quest for Minerva" 
to its end at Cluny, in 1142, at the age of sixty-three. The Paris of 
Abelard's time is most graphically described. Here he met William 
of Champeaux, and won his first brilliant victory as a dialectician. 
This first victory was followed up by a long academic war which ended 
in Abelard's becoming the idol of Paris. But just when he had reached 
the highest academic position in Christendom "there arose one of the 
forces which shattered his life, beginning its embodiment in an idyl 
and ending quickly in a lurid tragedy." 

There are men whose soul is so absorbed in study or in contemplation 
that love never reaches their consciousness, or, if it does, its appeal is faint, 
and quickly rejected But Ab61ard was not one of the " purely intel- 
lectual;" he had a warm imagination and artistic power He awoke 

one day to a consciousness that a large part of the new sweetness that per- 
vaded his life was due to the birth of a new power in his soul — a power as 
elusive to recognition as it is imperious in its demands. 

Then comes the sad story so delicately and sympathetically told in 
the chapter entitled " Dead-Sea Fruit." The author, we think, dis- 
proves the indictment that Abelard had fallen from virtue before 
his liaison with Heloise, which indictment had been made especially 
strong by Mr. Cotter Morison. The ninth chapter, on " The Letters 
of Ab61ard and Heloise" which passed between the "abbot husband 
and the abbess wife," is timely, and will serve to correct many wrong 
impressions such as are made by Pope's Heloise. But we are not to 
infer that Mr. McCabe appears as the unqualified champion of Abe'- 
lard. He simply aims to do justice to him. Perhaps this will be 
sufficiently shown in the closing sentences of the work : 

He was not of the stuff of martyrs, of Scotus Erigena, or Arnold of 
Brescia. He had no particle of the political ability of Luther. But, such as 
he is, gifted with a penetrating mind and led by a humanist ideal that 
touched few of his contemporaries, pathetically irresolute, and failing because 
the fates had made him the hero of a great drama and ironically denied him 
the hero's strength, he deserves at least to be drawn forth from the too deep 
shadow of a crude and unsympathetic tradition. 

Almost the only defect that we find in this volume, so elegantly 
written and so attractively published, is its meager treatment of 
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Aboard the philosopher, educator, and theologian. We would suggest 
two or three additional chapters on these subjects in a possible future 
edition. 

J. W. Moncrief. 
The University of Chicago. 



Francis and Dominic, and the Mendicant Orders. (—"The 
World's Epoch-Makers.") By J. Herkless. New York : 
Scribner, 1901. Pp. 237. #1.25. 

The biographical chapters in this volume are preceded by a brief 
but interesting survey of mediaeval ecclesiastical life up to the appear- 
ance of the mendicant monks. Only three chapters are devoted to 
Francis and Dominic, the second half of the book dealing with the 
salient features in the history of the mendicant orders, with special 
reference to the Inquisition, scholasticism, and the degradation of the 
orders. The author emphasizes the influence of the troubadours on 
the ideals and character of Francis. " His education in the school of 
the troubadours," he says, " more than the education of the church's 

school, prepared him for the wandering life of poverty " It 

was also because of his fascination for the troubadours that there was 
even an element of joy in the religion of Francis. Dr. Herkless 
relieves Dominic of all responsibility for the Inquisition, claiming that 
the Dominicans, in taking charge of that iniquitous institution, 
departed radically from the aims of their saint. In this the author is 
only partially justified. There are several facts, to which no reference 
is made, which show that, while Dominic was not the creator of the 
Inquisition, he was guilty of winking at coercive measures. The 
author's style is commendable for its terseness, simplicity, and clear- 
ness. His spirit is eminently judicial and sympathetic. The average 
reader, for whom the book was prepared, will find it most instructive, 
trustworthy, and captivating. It is vastly superior to the ordinary 
popular history. 

Alfred W. Wishart. 

Trenton, N. J. 

Agobard von Lyon und die Judenfrage. Von F. Wiegand. 
Leipzig: Deichert, 1901. Pp. 32. M. 1. 

Anything deserves attention which helps to reveal that clearest of 
the thinkers of the ninth century, Agobard. His theory of inspiration 
puts him among the conservatives, for he says the words of Scripture 



